














































Celebrating 
30 Years of 
Impact 

   In 1992, a small group of 
policy visionaries came together 
with a purpose: to advance 
state policy solutions that would 
improve American lives and 
empower state and local leaders 
to make the best decisions for 
their communities. Fast forward 
to 2022, where in Atlanta, 
Georgia, over a thousand state 
leaders from across the nation 
gathered to celebrate 30 years 
of changing lives. 

Network leaders built 
meaningful connections and 
shared ideas to leverage state 
solutions that have national 
impact. For many, it was also 
a time to look at the national 
landscape to chart a course 
forward, driving the policy 
agenda and debate in the 
states in the coming year. This 
is the power of the Network—
bringing the brightest minds 
together to solve problems—
that fuels critical policy victories 
that improve lives.

“�State Policy Network’s Annual Meeting 
is the one conference that I never miss. 
Annual Meeting is an explosion of hope, 
ideas, and community. The future of our 
country depends on the success of our 
states, and State Policy Network is leading 
that effort at their Annual Meeting.”

  – Matt Paprocki, CEO, Illinois Policy Institute

“I think Tom Roe would probably 
cry seeing all of you here. What a 
testimony to what his vision was 
and what you all are doing at the 

state level.”

– Barbara Gaby, Richard and Barbara Gaby Foundation

“Annual Meeting has been fantastic. 
There’s so much youth and energy, 

and people communicating 
effectively, working together, and 

they love America.” 

– Paul Farago, SPN supporter

24



“Every year the State Policy Network Annual Meeting is the go-to 
event on my calendar. My colleagues and I always return to Michigan 

with new ideas, new connections, and renewed motivation. Thank 
you to all who put on the conference and all who make it possible!”

  — Michael Reitz, Mackinac Center for Public Policy

$1M+ in 
sponsorships 
raised

1,421 total 
attendees

440 organizations
represented 

48 states (in 
addition to two 
Canadian provinces 
and Washington, DC)
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Annual Meeting Awards

  Greg Sindelar, CEO of the Texas Public Policy Foundation 
(TPPF) was recognized for his servant leadership and dedication 
to the liberty movement. Greg has served at TPPF for over 
15 years and has helped shape the organization into the 
powerhouse it is today. 

2022
Ed-Prize Awards
Sponsored by the Walton Family Foundation

  ASU Prep will use the award to collaborate with local 
entrepreneurs, parents, and education leaders to launch 
microschools through its toolkit, “Microschool in a Box.” 
Through microschools, ASU Prep hopes to offer students a 
personalized education that caters to their unique needs. 

  Great Hearts Academies plans to establish 10 
microschools by the 2023–24 school year, as well as 
fund the costs to recruit, train, and license a microschool 
founder. The classical education nonprofit, which 
currently has a waiting list of 13,000 students for brick-
and-mortar schools in Arizona and Texas, hopes to provide 
quality alternative options to meet student needs. 

  Hearts of Empowerment in Washington, DC, for its 
PACT Community Hub, will offer educational opportunities 
through mentorship programs for middle and high 
school students. The program will provide educational 
development for students, life skills and instruction for 
parents and caregivers, and information on career pathing 
for both students and parents.

  RESCHOOL in Colorado plans to launch a local learner 
advocate network that will support parent and student 
access to learning resources and opportunities. This will 
include opening a design lab, which will provide access to 
digital and hands-on resources to the public.

  Georgia Center for Opportunity (GCO) CEO and president 
Randy Hicks was recognized with SPN’s flagship award. Randy 
has led the GCO team to create successful statewide initiatives 
and connect members of his community, regardless of their past 
or where they come from, with opportunities for meaningful 
work.
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  The Pacific Research Institute received the Bold 
Brand Boost award for in-depth research and mes-
saging campaigns that exposed the impact of failed 
California policies.

  The Commonwealth Foundation won the Expand-
ing Your Audience Award, which highlighted how 
the organization reached new audiences to support 
high-quality education alternatives through the Life-
line Scholarship Program. 

  The Goldwater Institute won the Powerful Sto-
rytelling Award for their op-ed, “Teacher Blows the 
Whistle on Critical Race Theory in California Schools,” 
which followed a California teacher’s discovery of 
what was being taught in the classroom.

2022 Communication 
Excellence Awards

  This year’s Bob Williams Awards were especially memorable as 
we honored policy maven Bob Williams, who sadly passed away 
in 2022. Bob’s legacy of service inspires us to forge ahead with our 
work in the states, no matter the challenges we might face.

   NETWORK AWARD: The Buckeye Institute, Pelican Institute 
for Public Policy, Liberty Justice Center, Mississippi Justice Institute, 
Texas Public Policy Foundation, and Wisconsin Institute for Law and 
Liberty were recognized for their litigation efforts against the Biden 
administration’s vaccine mandate for large businesses. The debate wasn’t 
about vaccines, but about forcing employees to make private healthcare 
decisions at the risk of losing their jobs. The US Supreme Court ruled that 
employers were no longer forced to make personal medical decisions for 
their employees.

   BIGGEST WIN FOR FREEDOM: Empower Mississippi and the 
Mississippi Center for Public Policy received the award for their efforts to 
pass the Mississippi Tax Freedom Act, the largest tax reform in Mississippi 
history.

 

   BIGGEST HOME STATE WIN: The John Locke Foundation was 
recognized for critical efforts that helped to pass North Carolina’s First 
in Freedom Budget, putting more money back into the pockets of 
hardworking North Carolinians. The budget reduces the personal income 
tax rate, increases the standard deduction, and eliminates the state’s 
corporate income tax by 2029. 

   MOST INFLUENTIAL RESEARCH: Georgia Center for Opportunity was 
recognized for a study that highlighted the impact of stringent government 
lockdowns during COVID on employment and the long-term recovery of 
local economies.

   BEST ISSUE CAMPAIGN: The Commonwealth Foundation was 
recognized for its work in advancing education freedom in Pennsylvania 
through the Lifeline Scholarship Program, which gives nearly $7,000 to 
low-income students to spend on approved education expenses.

The 2022 Bob Williams 
Awards for Outstanding 
Policy Achievement
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  Some of our country’s biggest challenges, whether it comes 
to the economy, education, healthcare, or cultural divisions, 
require a rethinking of the status quo. Solutions hardly come 
from politicians in Washington, DC. Rather, they come from 
the people most closely impacted by them and who have the 
vested interest in improving their states and communities.

SPN’s LaunchPad program incubates new projects 
that address longstanding societal challenges by 
bringing together state leaders with real-world 
experts to challenge, test, and strengthen ideas 
so that they come out stronger and ready to 
launch. LaunchPad Advisors (formerly “Brain 
Trust”), who consist of entrepreneurs, Fortune 
500 business owners, nonprofit leaders, and 
issue area experts, partner with project owners 
so that they walk away with actionable plans and a 
supportive community that continues to advise and collaborate 
with them along the way.

Launching Innovative 
Solutions to Society’s 
Most Pressing Problems

In 2022, SPN hired Dr. Jennifer Thompson, who came from 
successfully launching Civil Squared, to lead LaunchPad to its 
next iteration. In 2022, SPN engaged our Network of LaunchPad 
Advisors and participants  to strengthen their programs and 
build for success over the coming years. 

This productive and intense co-
creation process was inspired 

by and developed with our 
friends at the Antigua Forum 

at Universidad Francisco 
Marroquín in Guatemala.
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SPN Co-Sponsors LaunchPad at 
Iron Light Labs Communication 
Summit

  In 2022, SPN held a targeted LaunchPad event in partnership 
with Iron Light Labs for Black Minds Matter, a project aiming 
to improve education outcomes for the African American 
community through school choice. 

Denisha Allen, founder of Black Minds Matter, presented her 
project to the panel of LaunchPad Advisors, who provided 
her with strategy, connections, and opportunities to grow 
the program. She has built a robust Network of Black-owned 
schools, with 396 schools featured in the Black Minds Matter 
directory to date. 

S P O T L I G H T “The preparation that LaunchPad provided was 
incredibly beneficial to Black Minds Matter. It was 

great to have conversations with other partici-
pants who were familiar with education 
reform, but also it was helpful to have 

the opportunity to speak with venture 
capitalists, grassroots activists, and 

industry leaders. Having people of all 
different types of backgrounds changes 
your perspective on how you approach different 
situations and challenged me to think outside of 

the lens of education to better meet the needs of 
educators and students.”

– Denisha Allen, Black Minds Matter

“SPN and LaunchPad embody the spirit of our 
Nashville Summit and our overall mis-
sion at Iron Light Labs to empower 
purpose-driven people to change 

the world. I am so grateful to SPN for 
experimenting with us and helping us 

build an inspiring and action-focused 
atmosphere. Our Nashville Summit was made 

even better.” 

– Jo Jenson, Co-Founder and President, Iron Light 
Labs and Chief Impact Officer, Iron LIght
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A S S E T S

Cash and Equivalents: $978,142

Investments: $16,012,260

Accounts Receivable: $1,893,794

Prepaid Expenses: $142,456

Fixed Assets, Net: $481,644

Amortization: ($200,989) 

Total Assets: $19,307,307

L I A B I L I T I E S

Liabilities: $597,599

Net Assets: $18,709,708

Total Liabilities and Net Assets: $19,307,307

SPN
Financials

  State Policy Network is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization funded
by the generosity of our dedicated supporters. We do not receive any
government funds for our activities and services. SPN is funded by
individuals, foundations, corporate entities, membership fees, and events.

SPN 2022 Assets
and Liabilities

SPN
2022
Expenses

29%
Strengthen State-

Based Leaders and 
Organizations

$6.1 million

17% 
Brand-building and 

Communications
$3.6 million

11%
Development 

$2.5 million

T O TA L  $ 2 1 . 1  M I L L I O N

SPN
2022
Revenue

T O TA L  $ 2 0 . 8  M I L L I O N *

78%
Foundation
$16.2 million

1%
Corporate
$192,000

19%
Individuals

$3.9 million

2%
Other

$462,000

35% 
Catalyze 
Policy Wins
$7.3 million
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*�Note: 2022 revenue is accrued revenue and 
does not include cash from multi-year pledges. 

8%
Operations
$1.6 million

Cash revenue for 2022 is $22.1 million. 
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•	A simple bequest that 
remembers SPN in your 
will.

•	An estate gift of publicly 
traded stock.

We would love to speak with you and help 
you clarify the legacy you’d like to leave. To 
begin this conversation, please contact Nitsa 
Ioannides at (619) 244-4580 or nitsa@spn.org.
Learn More: SPN.org/Legacy

State Policy Network is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Your gifts are tax-deductible 
to the fullest extent of the law.

Joining the Thomas Roe 
Legacy Society

Become a member 
of our legacy society 
by making your 
estate plans known 
to SPN, such as:

•	A life insurance policy 
that designates SPN as a 
beneficiary.

•	A bank, investment, 
or retirement account 
that designates SPN as a 
beneficiary.

As a member, you will be recognized on a 
plaque at SPN’s headquarters and will receive 

special event invitations, a token of our 
appreciation, and the peace of mind that comes 

with knowing you are making an extraordinary 
impact on the future of our country.

  Thomas Roe, a successful businessman and advisor 

to President Reagan, created the State Policy Network so 

there would be a permanent infrastructure of champions 

for freedom and opportunity in every state. With your 

partnership, we can preserve the power of state solutions 

and the profound impact they have on the lives of 

Americans now and into the future. 

•	A gift in trust.

•	Other estate gifts 
in accordance with 
SPN’s gift acceptance 
guidelines.

Safeguard
the Future with 
Your Legacy

Thanks to the generosity of the Roe Foundation, we have a special matching 
gift opportunity. If you share with State Policy Network that you plan to 
make a legacy gift to SPN, the Roe Foundation will contribute an additional 
$1,000 to SPN (up to $250,000).



S A V E  T H E  D A T E

STATE POLICY
NETWORK’S
31ST ANNUAL MEETING

F U R T H E R .  F A S T E R .  T O G E T H E R .
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STATE POLICY NETWORK 31ST ANNUAL MEETING  •  AUGUST 28–31, 2023
CHICAGO MARRIOTT DOWNTOWN MAGNIFICENT MILE  •  CHICAGO, IL

SPNAM.ORG
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By Mail
Checks should be made out to State Policy Network 
and sent to: 
Attn: Tracie Sharp 
State Policy Network 
1655 Fort Myer Drive, Suite 360 
Arlington, VA 22209

Online 
Visit spn.org/donate to make a contribution via credit card on our secure 
donation page. If you would like to arrange a recurring donation by mail, 
please contact Victoria Bartolomeo at victoria@spn.org.

Ways
to Give

Wire Transfer or Appreciated Stock 
If you wish to donate via Wire Transfer or Appreciated Stock, please contact 
Victoria Bartolomeo at victoria@spn.org to let us know that you would like 
to make a gift.

Leave a Legacy
If you are interested in more information on how you can include State Policy 
Network in your will—or would like to explore other legacy giving options and 
become charter member of the Thomas Roe Legacy Society—please visit 
spn.org/legacy or contact Nitsa Ioannides at (619-244-4580) or nitsa@spn.org.

  Thanks to the generosity of the Roe Foundation, we have a special matching gift 
opportunity. If you share with State Policy Network that you plan to make a legacy gift 
to SPN, the Roe Foundation will contribute an additional $1,000 to SPN (up to $250,000).



Address:

State Policy Network
1655 Fort Myer Drive, Suite 360 
Arlington, VA 22209

Phone:

703-243-1655

Email: 

info@spn.org 
spn.org/subscribe

Web:

spn.org 

Social: 

  Facebook.com/StatePolicy

  @StatePolicy

  linkedin.com/company/state-policy-network/
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Stay
Connected




